Identification of Factors that Influenced Students Matriculation at Columbia University
College of Dental Medicine for the Class of 2023 in Comparison to the Class of 2013

Jenna Burton

Columbia University College of Dental Medicine

INTRODUCTION

42009, a study analyzing reasons why students of the Class of 2013 \

selected to attend Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
(CUCDM) for dental school was conducted and unpublished. Much has
changed since this study was conducted, both in the world and at Columbia
specifically. This study seeks to understand how different factors that led
students to select CUCDM have changed over time by giving the same
survey to students of the Class of 2023 and comparing the results to that of
the Class of 2013. Understanding the motivating factors, in order of
priority, that influence students to select CUCDM for their dental education
can better inform admissions officers as to what factors are important in

Qdent’s decisions to matriculate to particular dental programs. /

METHODS & MATERIAL

Data from the Class of 2023 was collected retrospectively in the form of a
self-administered online questionnaire regarding why students chose to
attend Columbia. The questionnaire asked students to rate actors in order
of their importance factors that influenced their decision to matriculate at
CUCDM from 1-10 with 1 being the most important. Additional questions
were included in the survey instrument; namely, questions were asked
about gender, ethnicity, educational levels of parents, financial
background, influence of CUCDM faculty and students met on interview
day, and an additional question on tuition. Data on tuition and the
importance of different matriculation factors were analyzed in aggregate
and disaggregated by gender, ethnicity, and financial background. The
same questionnaire was administered to the Class of 2013 but
unpublished under protocol number AAAE5947 and the responses were
analyzed and compared to the data collected from the Class of 2023.

RESULTS

Factors students rated as most to least important in their decision to matriculate

to CUCDM
Class of 2013 Class of 2023  Percent Increase/Decrease in

Answer Option Average Average Change Importance
Academic Reputation 3.33 5.51 £5% ;
Location in NYC 3.98 5.54 39% ‘
Admiszion into Specalty ‘
Programis 3.16 6.05 36%

Class Size 5.17 5.43 5% ‘
Curriculum 5.21 .4 4% ‘
Perceived Patient Pool .05 5.08 -16% t
Res=sarch Opportunities B.16 5.17 -16% t
Facilities 6.19 6.51 -11% t
Tuition Cost 6.74 4.83 -28% t
Fimancial Aid 7.43 5.21 -30% t

source: student Survey, question & Note. Values are awerage ratings on a scale of 1-10 {1=most important and
10=lezst important). Class of 2013 N=56, Class of 2023 MN=45
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RESULTS

Factors students rated as most to least important in their decision to matriculate
to CUCDM stratified by race for the Class of 2023

Top Choices Asian African American Hispanic Caucasian
1 Tuition Patient Pool Academic Reputation Patient Fool
z Fimancial Aid Res=arch Curriculum/Facilities  Tuition
3 Academic Reputation Fimancial Aid specialty Res=arch

source: student Suryey, question & Note. Values are average ratings on 3 scale of 1-10 {1=most important and
10=least important). Class of 2023 N=45

Factors students rated as most to least important in their decision to matriculate
to CUCDM stratified by eender for the Class of 2023

Top Choices Male Female
1 Tuition Academic Reputation
5 Financial Aid Location in NYC
3 Patient Pool curnculum

Source: Student Survey, question & Note. Values are average ratings on a scale of 1-10 (1=maost
important and 10=least important]. N=46

What role did the onsite interview, the dental students that were met, or the
faculty members at Columbia have in the students’ decision to attend CUCDM?

Increase/Decrease
Prompt Class of 2003 Class of 2023 Percent Change in Responss
The experiences | had at interview day
ployed an importont role in my selection of
the College of Dental Medicine.

stronzly Agree 8% 62.85% 257 t
ApTes 555 37.14% -1E% ‘
Diszgree 5% 0% -5 ‘
strongly Disagree 2% 0% -ZH ‘

The focuity | met ot interview day ployed
an imgortant role in my selection of the
Coitege of Dental Medicine.

strongly Agree 6% 31.43% -5 ;
Afree 54% 4BE.57% -5 ‘
Diszgree =1 17.14% B t
strongly Disagree 1% 2.85% P t

The Columbio dentol stwdents | met ot
intenview doy ployed @ major role in my
selection of the College of Dental AMedicine

strongly Agree 13% 62.55% 0% t

Apres 55% 34.29% -21% ‘

Diszagree 24% Z.85% -21% ‘

strongly Disagree g% 0% -k ‘
source: Student Survey, guestion 7, 8, and @ Mote. N=4& /

CONCLUSION

ﬁl’he importance of research opportunities, the perceived patient \

pool, facilities, tuition cost, and financial aid availability have
increased from the Class of 2013 to the Class of 2023.

 The importance of academic reputation, location in NYC, admission
into specialty programs, class size, and curriculum have decreased
from the Class of 2013 to the Class of 2023.

 Compared to the Class of 2013, less of the Class of 2023 perceives
the tuition at CUCDM to be fair and reasonable.

* The importance of dental students met on interview day increased

Kand the importance of faculty met on interview day decreased. /
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